PERU: Armed Forces Chief Dismissed

President Garcla’s dismissal on Sunday of General Cesar Enrico,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; underscores his determinatio
to curb human rights abuses by the. mlmaryu
the firing follows press reports alleging. that security forces recently
killed a’ mber of villagers in-the south-central ‘Province of

removing Enrico, Garcia-appeared publicly
sion memb grs; whose functions include

@ bold action to back

general, he I8 trying to avold:’ ndlngﬁ k’éy 'Arrny
n n ho have primary responslbillty for fighting rural
lnsurgency Nevertheless, Enrico’'s removal; coupled ‘with the

dismissal of many high-level police officials tion. will
aggravate resentment in the securlity forces.
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1. PERU: ARMED FORCES CHIEF DISMISSED

//PRESIDENT GARCIA’S DISMISSAL ON SUNDAY OF GENERAL CESAR
ENRICO, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, UNDERSCORES HI
DETERMINATION TO CURB HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY THE MILITARY. .

THE FIRING FOLLOWS PRESS REPORTS ALLEGING THAT SECURITY
ORCES RECENTLY KILLED A LARGE NUMBER OF VILLAGERS IN THE SOUTH-
CENTRAL PROVINCE OF AYACUCHO. THE DAY BEFORE REMOVING ENRICO, GARCIA
APPEARED PUBLICLY WITH HIS NEW PEACE COMMISSION MEMBERS, WHOSE
FUNCTIONS INCLUDE INVESTIGATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES.//

_ /GARCIA PROBABLY FELT COMPELLED TO TAKE BOLD ACTION
TO BACK UP PAST PLEDGES THAT HE WOULD NOT TOLERATE COUNTERINSURGENCY
EXCESSES. HE HAS SOUGHT TO LIMIT A MILITARY BACKLASH BY PRAISING THE
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AGGRAVATE RESENTMENT IN THE SECURITY FORGES- JmmSOEll’”TION. WILL £
- S
A
G
E
0
u
' a
0
1
N
aq
M
E
s
s
A
g
E
0
U
T
G
0
L
N
G
]
€
s
5
A
G
E

b




W

PERU: Army Implicated in Human Rights Killings

The Army’s suspected involvement in the recent deaths of five
human rights and legal workers may eventually strain its relations
with the Fujimori administration) four of the
killings occurred last month during a military-enforced curfew
southeast of Lima. Troops therc\jjjiiillalso have threatened a
colleague of a human rights worker missing since June

| A Peruvian human rights group estimates that there have
been 111 unresolved “disappearances” this year}
believes the Army is responsible for many of them

The five murders occurred during the government
transition, when senior commanders probably believed they could act

with particular impunity. Fujimori so far has been conciliatory
toward the Army so as to discourage coup plotting, but his stated

commitment to improving Peru’s human rights record and prosecutin
“past abusers may bring the two sides into conﬂict.ﬁ
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Peru: Antiterrorist Squads
- Resurface

Several attacks in recent months by groups that may
include members of the security forces appear designed
to defy Lima’s efforts to improve its human nights
record. In carly October, the editor of a magazine
widely known to be the mouthpiece of pro-Cuban Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement insurgents was killed
by a letter bomb sent by unknown assailan
Days later, the police defused two
similar devices i letters addressed 10 leftist
Congressman and human rights advocate Ricardo Leus
and 0 one of #is centrist collca

Fooudragging on official investigations into the attack
has intensificd suspicions that the security services are
culpable. The police

Because all the targets of these attacks were involved in
investigating alleged corruption of former President
Garcia, some prominent Peruvians have blamed the ice recenty crred its case
Rodrigo Franco Command, a vigilante group that had from a specially trainied terrorist prosecutor 10 a less
close tics to the police during the Garcia administration. qualificd common crimes prosecutor, incrcasing the
Several faciors, however, point o ible involvement likelihood that the case will languish in Peru’s
by active-duty security personne inefTicient judicial system

The timing and circumstances of the attacks suggest that
they were intended in part to mock recemt government
cflorts to improve Peru's poor human rights image.

the intended victims were Lima has recently begun human rights traininy; for
linked (o cither human rights causes or terrorist groups.  sccurity forces and given watc ter
access © detention facilities

. WWAlmMmmxw&)sdm
A growing body of evidence also implicatcs security the government, in an unprecedented move, publicly
force personnel in the November massacre of 17 charged am Army licytenant and five of his subordinatcs

pcrsons atiending a party in the Lima sium of Barrios with 14 murders allcgedly committed during an
Altos—the worst such atack in the c~pital in recent ascrrorist operation. As scveral Peruvian human
nghts advocates have noted, the use of vehicles stolen
from scmior mment offici

Morcover,
the attack took place near several police stations,
including one on the samg block, all of which failed 0

: that the attackers meant (0 embarrass
Pthujimorianddcmo:mtelowalchdogyoups

thew ﬁ ity 10 conlinue operating with impunity.
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3 govemment scrutiny and frustrated by the lack of
3 progress against the elusive Sendero Luminoso, ma

| resort to vigilantism to deal with suspected tesrorists.
Such officers may read Fujimori’s recent public claims
that intemational watchdog groups are manipulated by
the terorists as license 1o continue ing local
human rights activists as well

In our vicw, rogue elements of the security forces may
continue to respond to even modest new human rights
regulations with sporadic violence. Some military and
police officers, concemed about increased public and




